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There are about 9,000 different species of birds living on Earth. Interestingly,
they all evolved from reptiles millions of years ago. Birds live almost
everywhere from the icy Antarctic to the tropical rainforests.

Aopearance
Birds are most commonly recognised by their wings and feathers. Their
feathers are essential for flight but they also keep birds warm. Also, feathers
act as 2 form of camouflage for some birds so they are protected from
predators. Amazingly, some larger birds’ wingspans can be as big as 4 metres.
That s over three times the length of an average year four pupi’s height!

Diet and digestion

Most birds eat a diet of seeds, fuits and insects.
Unlike many animals, birds cannot chew their
food because they do not have any teeth
Interestingly, they have a special grinding organ
called a gizzard which s n their stomach. Food is
crushed as it passes through their gizzard. To help

this process, some birds such as Ostriches
swallow small pebbles to help the grinding
process.

Did you know?
Bird have scaly

The many thousands of bird species are divided Birds have thrae
into families. The families include birds of prey, aiferent typesor
songbirds, parrots and waders. Birds are a festhers? Trey are
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